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Pastor
brings
growth to
church

St. Mark’s
pastor to
celebrate
20th
anniversary

Eric Atwater waves at passers-by to come in and try his fare
at The Skyway Mall, located at 4301 34th St. S.

Rev. Doral R. Pulley
BY CHELSI KALLIS
NNB Student Reporter

ST. PETERSBURG — It
wasn’t a resume that
landed the Rev. Doral R.
Pulley the pastor position at
the Unity of Midtown
Church. It wasn’t his years
of experience either.
It was YouTube.
The tiny church at 511
Prescott St. S was looking
for a pastor when members
saw some of his sermons
online and reached out to
him.
Pulley, 44, had retired
as an assistant principal at a
private school in Baltimore
to pursue his dream of becoming a full-time pastor.
“I’ve had to work
through my fears of just totally stepping out on faith
and doing what I believe
God is calling me to do,” he
said.
So when Unity of Midtown invited him to preach
on Father’s Day last year
and then offered him the
job, he moved to Florida for
the opportunity.
Since he started last August, the church, which
had 38 members, has seen
Sunday attendance climb to
See PASTOR, page 7


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For the past 60 years, there
has been an Atwater cooking up delicious food somewhere in St. Pete. The late
Elzo Atwater, Sr. and wife
Mattie purchased the
Harlem Restaurant on 22nd
Street from Wilbur and
Annie Wright back in 1965.
Together they ran the
restaurant until 1977 when
they purchased the building on Ninth Street, which

is now Martin Luther King
Jr. Street, and opened up Atwater’s Cafeteria.
What was once a staple
in the community closed
down back in 2011 after 38
years of service. Since that
time everyone has been
asking, “When are you reopening?”
For years the Atwater
family made a name for
themselves in the community. The whole family had a
part to play in the business.
In 1997 Elzo, Sr. died and
Mattie followed in 2003. It

was then left up to the nine
children to keep the tradition alive. However, after
eight years they decided
they needed some time off.
Eric Atwater, however,
has never stopped cooking
or dreaming of reestablishing the family business. “I
was washing dishes, I was
serving, I was cashing out,”
he said speaking of his duties
from the early age of three at
the old Atwater’s Cafeteria
“That’s what we did.”
And for the last three
years, Atwater has spread

the word that he was bringing the business back. He
continued to cook his
smoked chicken and ribs in
the parking lot in front of the
old restaurant and at the Sunday Market on the Deuces,
which will reopen in October.
“A lot of people were really enjoying my food and I
was saving my money,” said
Atwater who credits his
time at the Sunday market
for giving him the push and
vision he needed to open
back up.
See ATWATER, pages 9

Ladies in White Prayer Brunch
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Lakewood
United
Methodist Church, located
at 5995 MLK St. S., was
filled with women Sat.,
June 6 for a prayer service
hosted by Bishop Clarice
Pennington from The
Christian Generation Center of Hope. These ladies
were dressed in white and
were representing the
Lord.
“When I think of white
it represents purity, it represents holiness,” enlightened keynote speaker

Minister Joy Green. “It represents Christ.”
And that is what the
day was all about. Green
warmed up the women
with a rising sermon before
bringing it down a notch to
explain her passion. You
see Green is the Regional
Director for Aglow International, a ministry that aims
to restore the relationship
of the world with God and
one another.
“We’re in the juncture
of history where He is
bringing us back to the basics,” said Green who has
been a lifetime advocate for
See LADIES, page 14

The power of prayer was felt throughout the church.

Rev. Brian K. Brown
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
This Sun., June 14, marks the
20th year that Rev. Brian K.
Brown has served as pastor
of St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, 1301 37th St. S.
To celebrate this joyous
occasion, themed “A Pastor
With a Heart to Serve,”
Bishop Donald Franklin
Browne, the senior pastor of
Antioch Missionary Baptist
Church in Mississippi, will
visit St. Mark to lead the Sunday service beginning at
10:45 a.m. Following the
service, members of the
church are invited to attend a
dinner at the Frank Cubby
Fellowship Center, located at
3444 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
We’re looking for this to
be a celebration that’s worthy of his 20 years,” Cheryl
Holliday, President of the
Pastor’s Aid Missionary at St.
Mark, said. “He’s been such
a great pastor to this church
and to this community.”
Brown was introduced to
St. Mark through his godmother recalled his mother,
Mary Brown. He was active
in Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, and his
grandfather encouraged him
to memorize Bible scriptures
See ST. MARK, page 5
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PCS kindergarten and new
student registration continues
Pinellas County Schools encourages families of new students, including soon-to-be kindergarteners to
register their children for 2015-16
school year before this year’s school
year ends. The district is urging parents to register their children by June
2 at their zoned school. Students entering kindergarten must be 5 years
old on or before Sept. 1, 2015, to attend school next school year. Find out
more by visiting the district’s New
Student
Registration
Web
page, www.pcsb.org/new or calling
the district’s Student Assignment office at (727) 588-6210.
Families encouraged to apply
to openings in PCS choice programs
The Late Application Period for
the district’s choice programs is underway. Nearly 40 programs have remaining seats available for students.
Parents of students entering grades
K-12 are encouraged to apply to programs with availability, including the
district’s five newest programs. If
seats are currently not available for
one of the district’s 70 choice programs, students can apply to be
added to a program’s wait list. During
the Late Application Period, geographic application area restrictions
have been lifted for several programs
with seat availability. This means students countywide can apply to these
programs, as long as the program’s
criteria are met. Be sure to
visit www.pcsb.org/choice for a complete list of choice programs with seat

availability, as well as programs with
geographic restrictions.
There is still time to enroll in
Summer Bridge
Pinellas County Schools Summer
Bridge programs provide enrichment
activities and intensive instruction
over the summer to ensure that students are prepared for maximum success when the school year begins.
Summer Bridge is designed for students who are not performing on
grade level or need additional help to
stay on track. Most Summer Bridge
programs for elementary, middle and
high school students will run Monday
through Thursday from June 16 to
July 23. Parents can register online
using the Student Reservation System at https://reservation.pcsb.org.
Summer Bridge locations and the latest information can be found on the
district’s
Summer
Bridge
website,www.pcsb.org/summerbridge. Please contact your school if
you need assistance with registration.
New student registration is underway
Pinellas County Schools registration for the 2015-16 school year is underway. Registration is open to new
students and kindergartners. Students must be 5 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2015, to attend
kindergarten next school year. The
district is urging parents to register
their children by June 2 at their zoned
school. Find out more by
visiting www.pcsb.org/new or calling
the district’s Student Assignment office at (727) 588-6210.

WMNF community radio’s 7th
Annual Juneteenth Celebration
TAMPA BAY — In keeping with the worldwide celebration of Juneteenth,
WMNF will enhance its regular broadcast to provide a
full day of African Americanbased programming. AfricanAmerican hosts will join with
or fill in for the regular hosts
on Fri., June 19 from 6 a.m.
until Sat., June 20 6 a.m.
Produced by the combined efforts of organizers
Scott Elliott, Pamela Robinson, the WMNF Diversity &
Committees,
Volunteer
WMNF staff and countless
WMNF volunteers, listeners,
supporters and local talent,
this year’s activities will continue to provide a real sense
of community.
WMNF listeners are invited to tune in to the inventive, eclectic and informative
music and public affairs programming from some of
Tampa Bay’s best-broadcast
talent.
The community is also
welcome to come down to our
open house/potluck meal at
the station, and encouraged to
participate in the Juneteenth
potluck by bringing a dish to
share, from 6-11 p.m. All are
welcome to join in the festivities that evening, which will
include meeting and breaking
bread with others.
This year’s film scheduled to be screened is “20
Feet from Stardom,” a 2013

American documentary film
directed by Morgan Neville
and was produced by Gil
Friesen, a music industry executive whose curiosity to
know more about the lives of
background singers inspired
the making of the film.
The film follows the behind-the-scenes of backup
singers and stars Darlene
Love, Judith Hill, Merry
Clayton, Lisa Fischer, Táta
Vega, and Jo Lawry, among
many others. Last March it
won the Academy Award for
Best Documentary Feature
at the 86th Academy Awards.
This wonderful film fulfills our theme of acknowledgement long time coming.
The scheduled screen time
in of this film is Fri., June 19
at WMNF’s Live Music Studio, located 1210 E. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in

Tampa. The film starts at
7 p.m. and is 90 minutes in
length.
Also in the Live Music
Studio, the crew of WMNF’s
Poetry Is is planning a poetry
slam at 9 p.m. This is sure to
be an amazing time!
This 7th Annual WMNF
Juneteenth Celebration focuses on the station’s goal of
empowering and enriching
the community as a whole.
Keep in mind that this event
is inclusive and open to all
persuasions of our community.

African-American Music
Appreciation month
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — June is AfricanAmerican Music Appreciation month and
in celebration Studio@620 will present
“Soul of America: Musical and Literary
Collaboration” June 27 and 28.
The event is the brainchild of Alex
Harris, a recording artist, producer, songwriter and performer. He has topped the
American Blues Network Charts with his
hits “Hope For Us” and “Love Lines.”
Harris approached Bob Devin Jones, cofounder of Studio@620, with the concept.
“Bob and I had been talking for some
time about collaborating on a project,”
Harris said.
He believes the event is unique in that
it will feature not only an intimate evening
of unplugged soul music, but readings of
timeless literary works as well. Backed
by a minimal band, Harris will sing
the classic hits of legends like Sam
Cooke, Otis Redding, Percy Sledge, Al
Green, Ray Charles and also some of his
own original songs.
“We’ll be doing a lot of the soul music
that people love,” Harris said.
Jones will read selections from the
renowned works of African-American authors including James Baldwin, Langston
Hughes, Zora Neal Hurston, Susan Lori
Parks, Toni Morrison and Beery Gordy.
The evening will alternate between musical performance and recitation, and Jones
and Harris will provide some background
on the writers and performers of the literary pieces and songs, Harris said.
“Not just a celebration of the music
but also an integration of some of the lit-
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ultimate Stomping Ground offers
high school football combine
CLEARWATER — Local businessmen
and certified personal trainers, Bryant Tisdale and DJ Brooks, owners of Ultimate
Stomping Ground, an athletic training facility and gym in Clearwater, are committed
to making a difference in the lives of as
many young athletes in Pinellas County and
throughout the state of Florida.
Sat., July 25, 200 high school football
players from around the state of Florida will
gather together in Clearwater to have their
athletic skills tested on the turf at Clearwater Catholic High School, during the inaugural Ultimate Stomping Ground football
combine.
Tisdale said that local high school football players will have the unprecedented opportunity to attend a combine right here in
their own backyard!
“I’m a proponent of youth development
and helping young people to achieve athletic/performance goals, so I devised a plan
to host a football combine that would be an
inexpensive and impactful way for high
school football players to have their current
stats and skills professionally tested, so that
they can create realistic goals about playing
on the collegiate, or perhaps even, professional level,” said Tisdale.
A football combine lets high school football players show off their natural athletic
ability with specific timed/measured events
like the 40-yard dash and vertical jump. The
players will then break off into different stations based on their positions, whereas they
would be coached.
The main reason to attend a football
combine is to get measurable information
about your skills. Verified statistics are important for your player profile, so getting
timed in the 40-yard dash or shuttle run, or

having your vertical jump measured at a
combine can be beneficial. Verified combine
results posted on a profile page from a
trusted third party like USG, Rivals.com,
and 247 can be extremely valuable to college football coaches.
Combines can provide good, measurable information about your athletic ability,
which can help you see how you measure
up against other football recruits. Knowing
what you need to improve on can help you
when competing against other athletes for
football scholarships.
This Ultimate Stomping Ground combine is open to the Class of 2016, 2017 and
2018 high school football in the state of
Florida. U.S.G Football Combines are
where players can test their athleticism and
compare their scores to other players’ nationwide.
Registration has begun. The combine
will take place at Clearwater Central
Catholic High school July 25.
For more information about this upcoming combine or to pre-register, please visit
USGFootballCombine.eventbrite.com or
contact Angela Tisdale at (727) 303-3956. Ultimate Stomping Ground Sports Training
Facility is located at 22011 US Highway 19
N, Suite #22011 in Clearwater.
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Gibbs Class of 1968, Inc. awards scholarships to high school graduates
Photos Courtesy of George “Pop” Lancaster
BY VALERIE B. WILLIAMS
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Annually the Gibbs High
School Class of 1968, Incorporated host their Annual
Scholarship Awards Program to present scholarships to deserving high
school graduates who aspire to seek a higher education by attending an
accredited college or vocational school.
This year the program
was held last month at the
Enoch Davis Recreation
Center. Each recipient completed a scholarship application form that required
the graduate to have maintained at least a 2.5 or
higher grade point average,
have received their college
acceptance letter and have
volunteered in the community.
The Class was honored
to present scholarships to
nine deserving high school
seniors who have committed to seeking undergraduate degrees in varying
fields, such as education,
medicine and the performing arts.
Students were selected
from local high schools:
two from Gibbs High (Jelani Pitts, LeZaire Reese),
Boca Ciega High (Kenan
Ash), four from Lakewood
High (Kenneth Goolsby,
Reginald Harris Jr., Tamia
Kennedy, Ariel Ward), St.
Petersburg
Collegiate

(Destiny Harden) and St.
Petersburg High (Rodtavia
McCall).
Graduates received acceptance letters from the
following
universities:
Florida A & M University,
Florida Atlantic University,
Clark Atlanta University,
American Music & Drama
University and St. Petersburg College.
Friends and family celebrated with the honorees
along with the Gibbs Class
of 1968 board of directors
and members. During the
program, each scholarship
recipient received an award
in the amount of $500. The
recipients were encouraged to do their best in college and to become
contributing members of
society.
Program participants included the multi-talented
award recipient Kenneth
Goolsby who provided the
musical prelude on the
piano and then performed
on his saxophone a soul
stirring rendition of the
song “He Didn’t Bring Me
This Far To Leave Me.”
Vocal sensation Le’Zaire
Reese performed a gospel
medley “To God Be The
Glory” and “Great is Thy
Faithfulness,” which garnished him a standing ovation.
Alvin Frazier, class
chaplain, gave spiritual advice to the graduates and
each one was given a copy
of the poem “Myself” by

Edgar Albert Guest and
was recited by Barbara J.
Stockton. The poem challenged the graduates to live
a productive life that would
make them proud of themselves.
A PowerPoint presentation given by Valerie B.
Williams entitled “Bridging
the Gap” highlighted reflections of The Class of 1968
from their days at Gibbs
High in 1968 to the present.
The presentation emphasized the importance of
class unity, community
service and the challenge
to create their own legacy.
Class president and
Mistress of Ceremonies
Sylvia Wells-Moore provided the graduates with
encouraging remarks before picture were taken and
refreshments served.
Scholarship awards are
funded by The Gibbs Class
of 1968, Incorporated Holiday Extravaganza. Applications are accepted each
spring for consideration.
Over the past 37 years, the
class has presented scholarship awards to high
school graduates attending
local schools. Scholarship
awards are based on the senior’s grades, personal references and The Class of
1968 board of directors’
recommendation.
The Gibbs Class of 1968,
Incorporated is a non-profit
organization whose motto is
“To whom much is given,
much is required.”

L-R: Le’Zaire Reese, Kenan Ash, Reginald Harris, Jelani Pitts,
Tamia Kennedy, Ariel Ward, Rodtavia McCall, Destiny Harden.
Not pictured: Kenneth Goolsby

Kenneth Goolsby
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Celebrating 20 years in service to the Lord
From ST. MARK, page 1

as a child.
“I had been a member [of
St. Mark] since my early
teens,” Brown said. “My initial sermon after acknowledging my call to the
ministry…was June 3 of
1990.”
In 1995, while in his 20s,
Brown accepted the call to
become the pastor at St.
Mark.
“[As pastor,] he oversees
the church, each member of
the church and all the programs,” St. Mark’s Lead Deacon John Washington said.
“He implements different
things to make the church
grow by bringing in new
members. He preaches and
teaches, ministers to the sick,
performs weddings, presides
at funerals, visits each member and tries to meet our
needs and bring us all together as a church.”
“I think he’s doing an excellent job,” Washington
added. “He’s a young man
and he’s very serious… and
very biblical in what he
does—anything he does, you
can trace it to the Bible.”
According to Washington, it was Brown who came
up with the church’s motto
“Hope, help and healing.”
Cynthia Coney, who has
been Brown’s secretary for
nearly all his years as pastor,
said Brown is active in the
church and state conventions. He is the president and
vice moderator of Congress
2 for the South Florida Progressive Baptist Association;
chairman of the Convention
Planning and Evaluation
Committee for Progressive
Missionary and Educational

Baptist State Convention of
FL, Inc. and chairman of the
Social Justice and Community Commission for the National Baptist Convention.
Coney said that from his
very first year as pastor,
Brown helped to grow the
church and its membership.
Under his leadership, the
church purchased a van and
marquee for the building and
in 2005 opened a new Education Wing with classrooms, a
library and a computer lab.
“He’s added a lot of deacons and trustees to the staff
to help manage the rapid
growth of the church,”
Coney said. “Within the first
five years of his leadership,
we’d taken in about 300 new
members, so our congregation has really grown by
leaps and bounds.”
Brown has also started a
new campaign called Vision
2017, an effort to “burn [the
church’s] mortgage by 2017
through tithes and offerings,” Coney said.
To increase youth involvement at the church,
Brown said St. Mark hosts
“Youth Explosion” every
April for “the youth of our
city and as far as Orlando to
come in and…do worship
that’s really geared toward
… youth expression.”
Brown has sought creative ways to introduce the
community to St. Mark. One
such effort is Evangelizing
Exercising, in which the
church will provide individuals with pedometers to track
their steps and health, while
sharing information about
ministering opportunities at
the church.

St. Mark will also bring
Vacation Bible School to the
community by turning it
from an event into a ministry.
Another of Brown’s newest
efforts is the Body Builders
Ministry.
“We just launched it this
year where we’re intentionally creating opportunities to
build the body of Christ or to
build the ministries,” Brown
explained. “These are also
opportunities for young people to have safe places to
come and have fun and fellowship and to say to the
community at large that just
because you’re saved, don’t
mean that you don’t have
fun.”
One example of how
Brown plans to bring fun activities to the church will take
place June 26 when St. Mark
will host a version of the
game show “Family Feuds,”
called Ministry Feuds.
Apart from growing St.
Mark, Coney said one of
Brown’s biggest efforts over
the years has been community involvement. He has led
the church’s annual back-toschool bashes, in which
church members provide
school supplies and backpacks for children, especially
in the Child’s Park area
where St. Mark is located.
Brown also started an
event called Christmas with
the Community, in which
church members adopt families and provide toys for children while sharing the
gospel.
“His big thing is finding
out what the need is in the
community and then being
able to provide that need,”

Coney said.
As for his services in the
church, St. Mark members
said that his sermons seem
to speak directly to them.
“Most people love to hear
him preach because he’s so
thorough,” Coney said. “He’s
very adamant and very clear
and concise with the Bible.
He teaches the word the way
it is, he doesn’t throw in his
own theories or anything like
that. His knowledge of the
Bible, the word of God, just
kind of leaves you in awe.”
Christler Christie, who
first attended St. Mark over
30 years ago, said, “I enjoy
his sermons because when
he preaches, he gives you
three or four main points and
he makes you understand
what the Bible says. Every
sermon that he does is great
inspiration. I haven’t heard
any bad sermons from him. I
can even quote some.”
Christie has been so
moved by Brown’s sermons
that years ago, she began
keeping a notebook to
record them. She is among
other St. Mark members
who plan to attend Brown’s
anniversary event.
Brown feels “privileged”
to have been able to serve as
pastor his home church.
“It’s been a great joy so
far these 20 years to serve
them and to collaborate with
them to serve our city and
our community as a whole,”
Brown said. “We’ve accomplished many things together
and as they hear me often
say, I’m still yet believing and
trusting that the best is yet to
come.”
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Police Athletic League opens
midtown facility
ST. PETERSBURG –
Recognizing the need to
provide positive outlets to
children in Midtown, the
Police Athletic League
(PAL) of St. Petersburg is
opening a new facility at 820
20th St. S. this month.
After working more than
two years to find an affordable location in Midtown,
which has one of the highest juvenile crime rates in
Pinellas County, PAL has
partnered with the 20th
Street South Church of
Christ, who provided one of
its buildings for the program.
The public is invited to
a grand opening celebration
at the 7,500 square-foot facility, which is the church’s
former sanctuary, at 4 p.m.
this Fri., June 12. Speakers
will include St. Petersburg
Mayor Rick Kriseman and
Assistant Police Chief
James Previtera.
The event features activities for youth including
giant oversized games of
Jenga and Connect Four, an
appearance by the Tampa
Bay Rays’ mascot Raymond
and youth performances by
PAL’s Good Girls Rock.
“It has been the desire of

PAL Board of Directors to
provide services for children in the Midtown area
for some time because we
know many children from
the area struggle to get to
our facility at 1450 16th St.
N.,” said PAL chairman
W.G. Spoor.
PAL Midtown programming began on June 8 with
a summer day camp for 60
children. Plans are to offer
an after school program in
the fall. More programs will
be added as funding and
need is determined. A St.
Petersburg police officer
will split his time between
the two PAL locations.
“Up until this point,
there have been few positive
outlets for our youth,” said
Larry Collins, associate
minister of the church. “By
partnering with PAL, the
church is helping to build a
strong community where
residents will want to stay.”
PAL of St. Petersburg is
a 501c3 organization that
provides affordable educational, afterschool and athletic programs and also
summer camp for children
and teens. In partnership
with the St. Petersburg Police Department, PAL also

provides mentoring and
crime prevention programs.
Initial remodeling, painting, flooring and electrical
work for the 7,500 squarefoot facility cost $11,000,
mostly provided by one PAL
board member. In May, St.
Petersburg City Council approved $90,000 that PAL will
use to put on a new roof, replace a broken air conditioning system, power wash and
paint the facility, put up a
new fence and install an
emergency alarm system.
PAL Midtown’s first year
operating costs will be covered by a $25,000 matching
grant from Terry McCarthy, a former PAL board
member and owner of TJM,
as well as PAL board members and staff and local
foundations.
Fundraising events are
planned including one already held last month at
3 Daughters Brewing located along the 22nd Street
South corridor. Individuals
and businesses interested in
partnering with PAL can
contact Executive Director,
Doug Linder at 727-8001PAL (1725).
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Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588






CCC1326860

CBC1251478

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 










 



Site Supervisor Krista Oliver, left, and Program Director Paula Potts.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Since he became pastor, attendance and membership have grown
From PASTOR page 1

183. The once-predominantly black church has
also embraced people of
other races.
“The biggest reward
now is seeing the diversity,” said Pulley. “We now
have Asians, blacks,
whites, Hispanics – all
working together.”
Pulley said he began
preaching when he was 7
and became a licensed
minister at the age of 12.
He had never been a fulltime pastor until Unity of
Midtown called.
He attended high
school in Baltimore,
earned a bachelor’s degree from Morgan State
University and a master’s
in pastoral counseling
from Loyola College of
Maryland. He has a doctorate in pastoral psychology
from
Graduate
Theological Foundation.
“I felt like as an
African-American male to
set the highest example
for people to know there is
no limit to what you can accomplish,” he said.
Pulley, the father of
three, lost his first wife 10
days after their twin
daughters were born in
1993. He was 22. He put
aside his plans to attend
theology school at Princeton in order to raise the
girls – a challenge he met
with the help of his in-laws
and his grandmother.
“I didn’t see how I
could go learn how to do
God’s work [at Princeton]
and leave my children with
somebody else,” he told
the Baltimore Sun in 2006.
“I didn’t feel like God
would be pleased with
me.”
Now, both daughters
have graduated from college and Pulley is able to

 


 


Courtesy of

focus on a full-time ministry.
Unity of Midtown helps
feed the homeless, donates toilet paper to the St.
Petersburg Free Clinic
and has a book club. The
congregation reads a book
a month then meets for fellowship and discussion.
As church attendance
and membership climb,
Pulley says Unity of Midtown is outgrowing its
small building and parking
lot, which holds about 15
cars. The pastor has
dreams of a bigger place.
Renet Dennard Cole is
one of the church’s new
members. Friends invited
her to attend a service in
August 2014, she said.
“Once I heard him, I
never stopped coming
back,” said Cole, who now
leads the multimedia ministry soundboard.
“He is a visionary. He
is a teacher,” said Cole.
“His concern is to help
raise consciousness to
where we can recognize
the Christ in us.”
Chelsi Kallis is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St.

Petersburg. Information
from the Baltimore Sun
was used in this report.
Message from Rev.
Doral R. Pulley
Feed the hungry!
Jesus called his disciples “sheep,” and he commissioned them to reach
out to others. He further
explained that when they
did service for others, they
were doing service to him
(Matthew
25:31-46).
Those who did not do outreach,
Jesus
called
“goats.” He exclaimed that
if they failed to serve others, they failed to serve
him.
The first dimension of
outreach that Jesus taught
was feeding those who are
hungry. As disciples of
Jesus Christ, we must follow his example and feed
God’s sheep both spiritually and naturally. We feed
people spiritually with
truth principles that will
empower them to be their
best selves and live their
best lives. We feed people
naturally by making sure
that they have well-balanced meals to sustain
them.
God has provided

enough resources in the
earth to ensure that all of
creation is fed. If people
are without food, it is because we have not properly distributed that which
God has given us. As humankind, we must be better stewards of the
provisions God has made.
Sometimes, the food we
waste is enough for someone else to have a meal.
This week at Unity of
Midtown, we are demonstrating outreach by collecting canned goods and
other non-perishable food
items for those who may
be experiencing a financial
challenge in St. Petersburg. Let’s reach out together!
Bring your canned
goods and other non-perishable items to the
church (located at 511
Prescott St. S.) at any of
the following times:
Thursdays from 11–
7:30 p.m. (during our office hours and Prayer and
Healing service)
Sundays from 9:30– 1
p.m. (during any of our
classes or services)

      
       

 

       
    

      




     


         
     


Blast from the past
Celeste Newkirk from Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church called about the blast from the past we featured
in the June 4 paper. Although she knows our office is
closed on Sundays, she couldn’t wait to let us know that
she recognized her brother-in-law, Mack Henry Fuller.
Fuller is now diseased and so is her sister Ernestine.
Then, Danielle Harris called and said that Fuller was her
father. She was so happy to see her father in the news.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

 


 




Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS

CON N ECT
W ITH US

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705




   





  


 








SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Mock Jurors
$ $ Earn $12
Per Hour $ $
Spend 6-10 hrs
on a given wkday night,
wkday or wkend
serving as a juror in a
mock trial to evaluate
settlement of an actual
court case. If you have a
valid FL DL or State I.D.,
a U.S. Citizen, and
eligible to vote,
enroll with us on:
SIGNUPDIRECT.COM
(please fill out on line
form completely
for consideration)
or only if you do not have
access to a computer
Call: 1-800-544-5798.
(On-line sign up preferred).

*****Mock Trials will be
held in Tampa.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
COOP Hosts 1st Summer
Youth Celebration
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Community Opportunity for Our People (COOP)
sponsored its first End of
School Year/Start of Summer Youth Celebration at the
Walmart
Neighborhood
Market in Tangerine Plaza
Sat., June 6.
COOP is a new city initiative organized to provide resourceful information about
different summer programs
and work opportunities in
the City of St. Pete.
“Our plan today is to let
kids know about positive
things they can do for the
summer and keep out of
trouble,” said Tony Macon of
COOP.
COOP’s goals are more
specifically geared towards
assisting boys and men in receiving support and guidance from the community
within the community.
“We set up in the heart of

the community to meet the
people where they are,” said
COOP member Carl Lavender.
Lavender was referring
to the organization being
housed in the resource center at Tangerine Plaza, 1786
22nd St. S.
“People don’t have to go
outside of the community to
find resources for tutoring,
job-seeking skills, ex-offender re-entry, personal development or financial
development for our boys
and men,” said Lavender.
Macon added that COOP
also provides information for
assisting the elderly in the
surrounding community.
COOP embodies multiple community service organizations
that
have
partnered with the City of St.
Petersburg’s Community Affairs, Urban Affairs and the
Police Department. Other organizations present were
GTE Financial, Growth Fi-

nance,
Police
Athletic
League, the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Department and
several faith-based representatives.
Exemplifying the positive
side of what can happen
when youth are embraced,
trained and guided down the
path of success was the Mt.
Zion Progressive Baptist
Church Youth Marching
Band. One of the best marching bands put on a dazzling,
show stopping performance
that drew adults and children
in from all directions.
Macon thanked Walmart
for their donation of the
space to serve a community
purpose. For more information about COOP, you can
contact Kiara Williams at
(727) 346-8631 or (727) 8956562. The COOP can be contacted also by email at
wearcoop.1@gmail.com.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Atwater’s Best BBQ and Soul Food restaurant
From ATWATER, page 1

“I was putting out good
food so people were starting
to follow me,” he continued.
In February his dream
came to fruition. Atwater’s is
back in business and he’s
passing down the family tradition by having his 10-yearold daughter Erika by his
side in the kitchen.
“Everybody is so impressed by her serving and
ringing the cash register and
doing all that stuff,” said Atwater who renamed the joint
Atwater’s Best BBQ and Soul
Food. But if you’re looking to
grab some beef short ribs,
oxtails and collard greens,
don’t look for it along Martin
Luther King Street anymore,
Atwater’s is now located in

the Skyway Mall at 4301 34th
St. S.
“It’s exciting to be over
here,” he said. Atwater remembers the old Maxi Mall
in its heyday and feels his
restaurant is bringing back
life to the mall. Doors open at
10 a.m., but if you want first
dibs on the four hour slow
cooked smoked chicken and
ribs, or perhaps the mouthwatering pork chops, you
better not wait till the 8 p.m.
closing time.
“I got seafood gumbo and
some buffalo wings left,” he
said to a passerby checking
out the new establishment
and quickly rushed to get
her a sample. The food is
cooked fresh every day and

business has been so good,
it’s hard to keep up with the
demand.
Food is all Atwater
knows. When others were
playing football and baseball
afterschool, Atwater was
heading off to church or
working nonstop by his parent’s side.
“A lot of times I had to let
people know everything I
had, I had to work for,” he
said. But getting up early in
the morning to start the grill
to feed his hungry patrons is
what Atwater lives for and at
40 years old, he’s just happy
to still be doing what he
loves.
But there is one question
that Atwater finds himself an-

Liz Purry made two trips in one day on
Soul Food Sunday. She raved about the
cornbread and wants people to know that
Atwater’s is vegetarian friendly.

swering a lot. Why not open
back up on Martin Luther
King Street where for years
Atwater’s resided?
“Me being on 22nd is
where my love and my heart
is, just like Ninth Street is
love and heart,” explained Atwater. “But business is bigger than that.” He feels the
new location will bring those
who have never heard of the
Atwater name, or tasted their
delicious eats, into his restaurant and is doing everything
he can to keep it lively and interesting for his new clientele.
By showcasing area
chefs and hiring exceptional
cooks, Atwater hopes to be in
business for a long time and

dreams of opening more locations throughout the city.
“People are responding,”
he said.
Atwater said the building
on Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Street won’t be closed for
too long. The family is renting the space to a new restaurateur and it should be
opening up soon.
“I support all black businesses, and I can’t wait until
9th Street Café opens,” Atwater said about the family
friend who’s opening up
where he spent his childhood cooking.
As if opening up a new
restaurant wasn’t enough, Atwater is having a car show on
the Fourth of July at the Sky-

way Mall. Sponsored by Gallerie 909 and Cricket Wireless, there will be plenty of
BBQ, bounce houses for the
kids and good family fun
starting at 1 p.m.
Atwater’s Best BBQ and
Soul Food also caters and delivers to the surrounding
community.
For a full list of what they
have to offer, check them out
at www.facebook.com/pages
/Atwaters-Best-BBQ-SoulFood or contact them via
phone at (727) 906-3200 and
(727) 580-3030.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

Repeat customer Vivian Miner came back for the
pork chop sandwich and decided to buy
a dinner also. “They give you big portions,
and it’s delicious,” she said.

Warren Gardner got the seafood gumbo
and said it was delicious. “I tried squid for
the first time, and I like it,” he said.

Eric and Erika Atwater and Tyrell Jackson

Eric Atwater has been working in the kitchen
since he was 3 years old.

  

 

 



    

Classes will be held at:
Childs Park Recreation Center
4301 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-893-7463
Classes held June 10 to July 15, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Pre-registration is required
OR
Enoch Davis Center
1111 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705-2506
Register by calling 727-767-2014
Classes held Thursdays from June 11 to July 23 (except June 25), 6 - 7:30 p.m.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  




 



 

  




Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



 
  
  




 

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 

The Crossing Point
Empowerment Ministries
Reaching Out From
Glad Tidings Assembly of God
Church
Invites you to join Rev. Sarah Edwards
“Think Like A Woman - Act Like A Lady”
Discipleship Bible Study
Wednesdays 7 pm • Fellowship Hall – Room 2
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL. 33713
Dr. Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
727-323-5017
“They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.” [Jeremiah 6:14]





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567


 
     
  
  





www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  










Contact:




 

 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD
BE HERE!









    
   
  
  
   






  


 







  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.








 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church






 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


  


 

  
 
 


Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as
a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for June
June 14 - Pastor’s 20th
Anniversary Celebration
during Morning Worship at
10:45 a.m. Event Theme: “A

Pastor with a Heart to
Serve” (2Chronicles 31:21)
June 16-19 - South
Florida Progressive District
Congress
June 20 - Father’s Day
Luau Luncheon-1 - 3 p.m. at
St. Mark
June 21 - Father’s Day
June 26 - Ministry Feud
- 7 p.m. An evening of Family Fun and Fellowship
June 28 - St. Mark Graduation Program during
10:45 a.m. Service
June 29 - PIZZA Ministry 6 - 8 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and join
us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union

Friendship MBC
is each Sunday: 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays: 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Mt. Calvary MBC
“CALVARY” Is Building The Kingdom
Mt. Calvary M.B. Church is continually to move forward in it’s Kingdom purpose. On Sunday June 21 at 10 a.m.
“CALVARY” will be ordaining three individuals for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. Those people will include:
Evangelist Katrina Clarkson-Peak as a Reverend, Brother David McClendon as a
Deacon and Sister Keshia Long-Watson as
a Deaconess. Rev. Dr. Deborah Green and
the “CALVARY” Church would like to invite the entire community out to share in
the glorious occasion with us. We are looking forward to have an AWESOME time in
the Lord as we offer many blessings to these three individuals as they move forward in
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This service will be held at: Mt. Calvary M.B. Church 2321
Hartford St. S., St. Petersburg. We hope to see you there. www.mtcalvarymbc.org

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under
the leadership of Dr. Rickey
L. Houston extend an invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on Wednesday
evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both
individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity, building a stronger
congregation and community to the Glory of God.
Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and

interests. We also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
The Laymen Ministry is
presenting Tony Evans
“Kingdom Man” This is a
study on the principles of
biblical manhood. Kingdom
Man challenges and equips
men to fully understand
their position under God as
well as their position over
what God has given them.
The Laymen Ministry of
Bethel Metropolitan invites
all men to join them in this
journey. The study is every
Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Faith Bible Institute
(FBI):2015
The Great Commission
commands every Church to
teach every member all
things that Christ com-

manded (Mt 28: 19-20). The
enrollment for the Fall Semester (July 2015) is now
open. This is an intensified
3 year Bible study. The students will study every book
and every major doctrine of
the Bible. The application
and registration fee of is
due at enrollment. Tuition
can be paid at the first class
or can be a payment plan.
Interested applicants can
pick up a brochure from the
church office..
“Knowing Jesus Christ
in 2015”
II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone:
727-3270554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

NEED A PLACE TO CALL
HOME? LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH THAT IS “FIRED
UP?” The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire Church
Family extend to you a cordial
invitation to join “THE SHIP” in
fellowship at our 7:45 a.m. or the
10:45 a.m. worship service, and
Sunday Church School at 9:30
a.m. Pray for our Sick, Shut-in,
Children, Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
We’re gonna have a good
time! Come on and celebrate with
us, see what the Lord has don!
Dates in June:
87th Church Anniversary
Theme: “Giving God Glory and

Praising His Name for 87 Years”
- Scripture: Psalm 86:12 – Colors: Royal Blue, Ivory and Silver.
June 14 – Culmination of the
87th – Both Services – The Saint
Michael Baptist Church, New
Orleans, Louisiana, Reverend
Darius Jeffries, Pastor.
Class of 2015 presented at
the 10:45 a.m. worship service.
JUNE 15-18 – 6 p.m. – Vacation Bible School (VBS) All are
welcome.
JUNE 22-26, 2015 –
NBCUSA, INC. - Congress - Detroit, MI.
Need a ride to church? Call
our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and LEAVE
YOUR INFORMATION.

Thought for the Week:
Come see what the Lord has
done for us these 87 years.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, 33712. Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the
PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of
the Page. Also, USTREAM Visit West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com

First Mt. Zion
First Mt. Zion fish fry and
yard sale
The
Unity
Day
Committee will be sponsoring a
fish fry and yard sale on Sat.,
June 13 from 9 - 2p.m.
Come out and get a delicious
hot fish sandwich and look for

those special “can’t beat” bargains and unique items at the
yard sale.
First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd St. S. where Reverend
Wallace Elliott, Sr. watches over
his flock.

10th Street Church of God
Children’s Day Worship
Service
10th Street Church of
God is celebrating the accomplishments of its youths
and children on Sunday, June
14, 2015 which is the day
children are nationally recognized. Those who have graduated from high school and
are matriculating at institutions of higher learning will
be especially acknowledged.
Youths will be taking leading
roles in the worship service
to include utilizing their gifts
through songs and poetry.
Our speaker for this occasion is Minister Grant McCray IV. Minister McCray is
a native of St. Petersburg and
graduated from Gibbs High
School with honors in 2013.
He is currently a student at
Bethune-Cookman University where he is majoring in
Religion and Philosophy with
special emphasis on Christian Ministry. In March 2015
he became a member of

Alpha Nu Omega Fraternity,
Inc., which is a national
Christian fraternity.
Minister McCray credits
his love for Christ as a child
to his parents, Grant III and
Paula, and upbringing in his
home church, Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church,
where the Rev. Dr. Rickey L.
Houston is Pastor. He was
baptized at the tender age of
eight. Although his religious
training and background was
in the Baptist traditions God
revealed to him that he was
led to minister in the African
Methodist Episcopal Church
denomination. After moving
to Daytona Beach, he joined
Mt. Zion AME Church where
Rev. Willie Barnes is Pastor.
After nearly two years of intense study and learning
Minister McCray delivered
his initial sermon on November 16, 2014 at Mt. Zion
AME. Minister McCray is licensed to preach both by his
home church, Bethel Metro-

politan Baptist and his current church Mt. Zion AME.
Rev. Carl Mobley, Sr., Pastor of 10th Street Church of
God, and congregation invite
everyone to come share in
this celebration of our children and youths and to hear
this
dynamic
young
preacher. We look forward
to this time when all will be
inspired and encouraged to
help our children realize
their full potential. The worship service begins at 11:00
AM and the church is located
at 207 10th Street North, St.
Petersburg.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ladies in White Prayer Brunch
From LADIES page 1

women, children and at-risk
families. She believes Christians have a duty to be a
“voice for the voiceless” and
hopes that more people will
join the cause all around the
world.
“One of my passions is to
really break down that barrier of gender, the things that
separate us in any way,” she
said bringing to light the fact
that today women are still objectified in many nations and
viewed as inferior to men.
Green is passionate for
missions to engage Christians to rev up their own communities and share the
redemptive message of the
gospel. For the most part it is
women, the mothers of the
world, who are still looked
upon to spread the word of
God. Green feels mothers
understand what it takes to
prevail, to understand what it

takes to bring forth the purposes of God.
“You understand when
you see someone in
bondage, you feel that pain,”
she said. “Until you bring
them to their destiny, see
them set free and delivered,
see them fulfill the call upon
their lives.”
She spoke of repentance
and forgiveness, of getting
back on track with Him, with
loved ones, neighbors and
people of the world. Green
called on all women to use
their natural mindset to help
others, in getting a revival
started. “God wants us to use
our womb; it doesn’t matter if
you have natural children.
You can be birthing spiritual
children around the world.”
Whether it is someone
that you walk by in the store
or helping someone that
comes to you in a dream or vi-

sion, Green encourages
women to open their heart
and to keep giving, even
when the road ahead seems
insurmountable, even when it
seems that no one is listening.
“You know sometimes
we get tired,” said Green.
“It’s okay because we’re supposed to do this thing together.”
One way to get the message out is to start a revival.
Green told of a young
woman who empowered others through her prayer meeting. A college student, she
had just gotten saved when
she stood up and voiced her
love for Jesus. Her voice traveled and started a revival like
no other. “That school shut
down for weeks because of
one young woman.”
When transforming a
community or just an individual, Green lists four elements

that are essential for success.
In fact, she encourages others to watch some of the
transformation videos where
revivals took place so evidence of the community’s
transformation could be witnessed and emulated elsewhere.
“It’s not a holy ghost
service, that’s not a revival,”
she said. A sustained transformation is when crime
drops, people have jobs,
abuse stops and people that
are in sexual sin are altered
“because the holiness moves
into the city.”
So what indeed are these
four elements that will save
us all? Well, according to
Green honor is essential.
“Wherever there is honor,
He feels safe enough to come
here,” explained the minister.
Humility and a hunger to not
only do right by God, but to

spread the His word to others.
“There’s a slumber,
there’s a spirit of laziness,”
said Green who believes
when we witness the revival
of others that we should indeed be hungry ourselves
for that same transformation.
Finally, holiness is the
final element that is needed
in order for the revival of a
community, group, or individual. Repent and become a
prayer warrior. Learn how to
pray with others and do it
often.
“We’ve
had
casual
church, we’ve had casual
Christianity. We’ve stepped
on the holy,” she finished.
Green remembers being
timid about praying in the beginning. She didn’t know
how to pray and always felt
self-conscious praying in
front of others. “I was scared,

I didn’t want to open my
mouth,” she explained. “I’d
open my mouth and mess up
the whole prayer.”
But the good minister
truly believes that if you are
ready to learn, God will
anoint you because in her
book, it isn’t the volume that
makes the prayer amazing, it
isn’t even the emotion as
those who preach so often
get caught up in. To Minister
Green it is all about the heart.
“There is a revival going
on,” she said. “All over the
world, the church is praying.”
After Green’s rousing
sermon, 14 prayer warriors
came to the pulpit to pray for
marriages and family to the
safety of Tampa Bay. The afternoon ended with songs of
praise and impartations.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

Barbara Schlessinger
prayed for revival

Bishop Clarice Pennington

Minister Joy Green

Evangelist Beverly Sanders
prayed for marriage and family

Minister Maggie Brown
prayed for the children

Bishop Liza Jamison
prayed for schools

Elder Barbara Williams
prayed for fruit of the spirit

Pastor Dilliana Powell
prayed for the church

Prophetess Avis Lemon
prayed for city, state, nation

Carrie Seay
prayed for health/prosperity

Melody Evans
prayed for justice & peace

Prophetess Melissa Richards
prayed for salvation/lost

Pastor Hattie Dancil
prayed for the favor of God

Teressa Lassiter
prayed for singles and youth

Pastor Deborah Hill
prayed for safety for Tampa Bay

Elder Elean Cushnie
prayed for gov’t. officials

